Columbia College Chicago

Digital Commons @ Columbia College Chicago
Course Catalogs

Publications

1939

1939 Summer Course Catalog

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.colum.edu/cadc_coursecatalogs
Part of the Education Commons

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial 4.0 License
Recommended Citation
"1939 Summer Course Catalog" (1939). Course Catalogs. 104.
https://digitalcommons.colum.edu/cadc_coursecatalogs/104

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Publications at Digital Commons @ Columbia College Chicago. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Course Catalogs by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ Columbia College Chicago. For more information, please contact
drossetti@colum.edu.

,t ••.:::-.~
i,

Ohi.o_State ,LJ niver si i y

Col,mir.1:1,s,.,..,(;)iifo

C·O l Um BI A CO l l £G£
• ORAmA • RADIO • mOVlfS •

ANNOUNCEMENT
Six Week Summer Session
JUNE 19, 19 39

JULY 28, 1939

49 Ye~Natiop_gl_.B.ecognition

J ,~\__ 1 S 1340

\

r3R,t.;:.::?V
~

:

,!

J

\ ~

,:.

•

!1

----·-·- ·-·
FINE
MICHIGAN

ARTS
BOULEVARD

CHICAGO,

BUILDING
NEAR

CONGRESS

STREET

ILLINOIS

T

HE Columbia College of Drama and Radio has established a national r eputation
because it has fully realized that its methods of training students fo r the Seid
of stage. radio and motion pictures should not merely give them a cultural background but should equip them fully and consistently to meet the problems that occur
in the profession.
For this reason the college has found it necessary to build a staff of nationally
recognized directors and performers from stage, radio and motion pictures who are
at present active ly engaged in the profession. Because of their constant contact with
this staff students acquire that professional approach necessary to obtain and hold
positions in these particular fields.
The college has found it necessa r y to make radio one o f its major departments
because radio has become a recruiting ground for stage and motion p ictures. Hence,
even though they intend to limit their careers to stage and motion pictures. aspiring
artists find it easier to enter the profession through radio since it is the newest field and
offers new artists the most promising openings.

UNIFIED PLAN OF TRAINING
The unified plan of training developed by Columbia College of Drama and Radio
enables students to make a direct appro<'!ch to the study of drama without loss of time.
It depar ts from the old methods of teaching in hit or miss fashion. Such old methods
consume too much time on non-essentials. The Columbia College plan correlates the
necessary study in a practical \:.:ay. The subjects are so organized as to give a student
a working knowledg e of the profession.
Since the instructors are at all times engaged in major professional performances,
they maintain an up-to-the minute knowledge of all matters pertaining to the profession.
Their approach is entirely practical and gives students the equipment they need for
success in the field today.

CONCE N TRATED SUMMER SWDY
The college has won national recognition for its concentrated but complete program
of summer study. Students are able during the term to cover the many phases of stage,
radio and motion pictures. He nce, they can without loss of time make rapid professional progress.
STAGE DEPARTMENT
T he unified plan of training in stage includes both basic and professional courses.
T he students work on complete plays and rehe arse in a professional manner. Through
participation in such plays. students become thoroughly familiar with the procedure
of the theatre and develop skill in acting. directing, producing and teaching.
RADIO DEPARTMENT
The training of radio artists is one of the major functions of th e colleqe. The radio
department has gained wide recognition because of the practicability and completeness
of the training offered. Courses o f training are designed for the development of
announce rs, actors, narrators, producers, directors, script and continuity writers, and
managers. An active professional staff of experienced radio artists constitutes the
faculty. Students are trained in dramatic principles, interpre tation, microphone technique
and in auxiliary subjects which give the background and technique necessary to get
and hold a position in radio. Students in all departments are urged to include radio
studies in their programs since it is in this field tha t more opportunities for professional
employment are open.
MOTION PIC11JRE DEPARTMENT
The stage alone never offered the opportunities to young men and women of ability
that are offered by the two giant indu?tries - motion pictures and radio. The ever
growing motion picture indust ry and the phenomenal growth of radio offer possibilities
of such magnitud e that no one can afford to overlook this profession today.
Through its modernly equipped motion picture department, the college gives
thorough training in motion picture acting and familiarizes the student with the special
problems of the medium - floor angles. lights. sound, close-ups, long shots, et cete ra.

The instruction is carefully arranged to give eac h student the bac kground and technique
necessary for successful achievemen t in the profession.

PROFESSIONAL DIVISION
T he aims and needs of each student are carefully studied so that he may be classified
and placed in his proper division . VYithin his division he is ass igned to those classes
which best meet his individual req uirem ents.
Students who are fitting themselves expressly a5 actors, announcers, producers,
directors or writers are assigned to the professional di,·ision. Here work i3 intensified
so that each studen t may reach his highest possible level of achievemen t in the shortest
time. As part of th eir training students are familiarized with the problems of auditions,
screen tests, tryouts and cas ting, fitting into parts, necessary approach and me thod
of announcing, production problems, et cetera.
ACADEMIC DIVISION
Students who wish to specialize on an academ ic b2sis are registered in the undcrgradu,te divi sion. Programs of study a re carefully selected so th a t studen ts can receive academic credit for the work completed. Students who \Vish to prepare
tHemselves for teaching in this special field will re gister in this division.
Students who have a lready received a Bachelor Deg ree from a re c;ognized college
or university are eligible for admittance to the graduate division. Special courses of
study are assigned to such students so th at they can work intensively in this field.
The degree of Maste r of Speech is awarded to those students who satisfactorily complete one year o f graduate work. provided they demonstra te adequate achievement.
Teachers find such specia liza tion is advantag eous since it makes them more effec ti ve
in their work in this field. They have often found it profitable to enlarge thei r activities
beyond the confines of the classroom by engaging in radio programs, story telling,
special talks on travelogu es and various other ed ucational subjects, special announcinQ,
book reviewing, discussing children 's problems, et cetera.
Modern schools are giving children greater opportunities for creative expression in
drama. Further, educators a re acknowledging radio and motion pictures a5 increasingly
important mediums of public instruction. H ence, many of our more progressive
teach ers are now doing intensive study in the field.
DAY SCHOOL
A complete program of study is offered in the day time between the hours of
10 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday inclusi ve. Students who are able to
spend full time in training are advised to register for the day courses since they can
thus spend all of their time to the best advantage.
EVENING SCHOOL
For the convenience of students who ar e unable to attend day classes, evening
classes a re conducted. These cl asses cover a number of the same units as the day
classes and are conducted by the same professional staff of instructors.
LIVING ACCOMMODATIONS
Accommodations are available to suit the taste and needs of al l. Expen5es depend
ma terially on personal requirements. A list of recommended homes and clubs may be
secured by writing to the Registra r. Reservations may be made by sending a flve
dollar deposit to the college office. This amoun t will be ded ucted from the first week 's
board and room bill.
CREDITS AND ADVANCED STANDING
The norma l load for the summer session is six sem€ster-hour credits. This is
equivalent to eighteen class-hours of instruction each week. Students who wish to work
for degrees or diplomas should send their college or high school credits to the Registrar
for evaluation. A ll work completed in recognized institutions will be accepted for
advanced standing. However, those who are in te rested on ly in fi tting themselves
exp ressly for stage, radio 0 r motion pictures as actors, announcers, directors, producers
or w riters and are not interested in a cademic credit may arrange their programs o f
study according ly an d waive academic credit.

REGISTRATION
The college offices a re open for summer registra tion daily from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
commencing Monday, June 12. and for evening registra tion from Monday, June 12,
th rough Saturday, June I 7, inclusive.

TUITION AND PAYMENTS
Tuition fees depend upon the amoun t of work assigned to each individual. Cha rges
are made according to the scale shown below.
A n additional charge of ten per cent of th e tuition f~e is added to cove r books
and materials.
Suitable arranpPments for time payments can be made.

TUITION
One hour a week. .....
T wo hours a week ..
Three hours a week
Four hours a week ..
F ive hours a week ..... .
Six hours a week
Seven hours a week..
Eight hours a week ..
Nine hours a week
T en hours a week
E leve n hours a week
Twelve hours a week ..
Thirteen hours a week
Fourteen hours a week. ..
Fifteen to eighteen hours a w eek ..

............ $ 7.00

··················
············
...
.................................... .......
....
....

13.00
18.75
24.25
29.50
34.50
39.25
43.50
47.75

51.75
55.50
59.00
62.00
63.50
65.00

COURSES OF STUDY
STAGE
STAGE 180-ELEMENTARY STAGE TECHNIQUE:

2 hours each week
T he procedure of the th eatre. Te: chnique of production , lighting, scenic design,
stage properties, casting, preliminary script analysis, mechanics, et cetera. Students
become familiar with stage cra ft in general for th e development of skill in directing,
acting, producing and teac hi ng.

STAGE 280-STAGE DIRECTION AND PRODUCTION:

4 hours each week
A laboratory course, wherein students have experience and oractice in carrying
stage plays into rehearsal and production. (Prerequisite, Stage 180 or consent of
instructor.)

STAGE 282-STAGE MAKE-UP:

2 hours each week
Laboratory work in the standard techniques of make.up for stage purposes.
Students are pro vided with an understanding of the use of various materials and
practice to de velop skill in rnake•up for varying stage conditions.

STAGE 380-ADVANCED STAGE DIRECTION AND PRODUCTION:
4 hours each w eek
A continuation of practical laboratory work in direction and production. More
emphasis is gi ven to advanced problems of casting, directing, producing, teaching,
and methods of management of theatre. (Prerequisite, Stage 280 or equivalent.)

STAGE 180--SENIOR STAGE DIRECTION AND PRODUCTION:
4 hours each week
The objectives of this unit are the same as those of Stage 380. Students will deal
with more difficult problems and will be ex pected to attain an achieveme nt consistent
with senior stage work. (Prerequisite, Stage 380 or equivalen t.)

RADIO
RADIO 174-ELEMENTARY MICROPHONE TECHNIQUE:

2 hours each week

The development of an understanding of the microphone and skill in using it.
Knowl edge of the use of different types of microphones, leveling of voice, handling
of scripts, methods of fading in and out, working on and off the microphon e, Weird
effects, et cetera.

RADIO 177- ELEMENTARY ANNOUNCING, NARRATING AND STORY
TELLING:
2 hours each week
Station announcing, commercial nnnouncing, program announcing, descriptive
announcing, news and sports reporting. Students are trained to announce in an
interesting manner and to recognize and capitalize the dramatic values to be found
in announcements. Narrating and story telling trains the student intelligently, dramatically and vividly to describe situa tions and relate tales.

RADIO 178-ELEMENTARY RADIO ACTING AND INTERPRETATION:
4 hours each week
Includes characterization and interpretation as we ll as practice in acting in a great
variety of radio shows. Students h ave oppo rtunity for practice in group playing before
the microphone and the development of proper microphone habits.

RADIO 275-RADIO WRITING
2 hours each week
Introduction to the writing and editing of various tyes of scripts including se rials,
completed episodes, adaptations and dramatized interviews. The course also dea ls
with developing the ma in plot, character bui'lding, motivation of character as well
as preparation for auditions and synopses for sponsors. Radio scripts are carefully
planned to appea l to a radio audience in a definite way. Students also acquire technica l
knowl edge of broadcasting requirements, musica l transition and timing of scripts.
RADIO 276---RADIO PROGRAM DIRECTING:

2 hours each week
Various problems of Radio Program Directing, including casting, auditioning,
selection of scripts, rehearsals , sound effects, se lection of music, timing. et cetera.

2 hours each week
This unit includes station announcing, commercial announcing and program
announcing. It gives students intensive drill in these divisions through participation
in the production of radio programs conducted by the college. (Prerequisite, Radio
177 or consent of instructor.)
RADIO 277- STATION AND PROGRAM ANNOUNCING:

RADIO 278- INTERMEDIATE RADIO ACTING AND INTERPRETATION:
4 hours each week
A continuation of Radio 178. Preliminary work or equivalen t in radio acting is
prerequisite to admission to this unit.

RADIO 375-ADVANCED RADIO WRITING:
2 hours each week
A continuation of Radio 275. Preliminary work or equivalent in radio writing
is prerequisite to admission to this unit.
RADIO 376- ADV ANCED RADIO PROGRAM DIRECTING: 2 hours each week
A continuation of Radio 276. Preliminary work or equivalent in radio program
directing is prerequisite to admission to this unit.

RADIO 377-NARRATING AND STORY TELLING:

2 hours each week
A continuation of this phase of Radio 177 on a more advanced le ve l. Students are
given an oppor tunity to perfect their technique through participation in radio shows
conducted by the college.
RADIO 378-ADVANCED RADIO ACTING AND INTERPRETATION:
4: hours each week
A continuation of R adio 278. Preliminary work or equiva lent in radio acting is
prer eq ui site to admission to this unit.

RADIO 477-SPORTS AND NEWS COMMENTATING:

2 hours each week

Students acquire facility in the special technique of reporting and commentating
on sports and news flashes. Eye-witness reporting is also included. (Prerequisite,

Radio 177 or equivalent.)
RADIO 478-ADVANCED PROBLEMS IN RADIO CHARACTERIZATIONS :
4 hours each week
T hrough par ticipation in radio shows given by th e college. students h ave an
oppor tunity to develop the mo re difficult characterizations and rel ationships ( character
to character) in volved in modern radio dramas. (Pre requisite , R adio 378 or equivalent-.)

MOTION PICTURES
M.P. 260-MOTION PICTURE TECHNIQUES:

2 hours each week
M otion picture acting, including pantomime, facial expression and speech. R elations of the motion picture actor to the special limitations of the medium, floo r angles,
lights, sound, close-ups, long shots, et cetera, are dealt with.

M.P. 262-MOTION PICTURE SCENE PRACTICE:

2 hours each week
R ehea rsal of scenes for the development of facility in acting before the camera.
De ve lopment of techniques which best meet the requirements of vadous scenes.
2 hours each week
M.P. 361-INTERMEDIATE MOTION PICTURE:
Students gain skill in motion picture acting through pa rti cipation in fully developed
scenes and units of dramatic action. (Prerequisite, M.P. 260 and 262 or equivalent.)

M.P. 461 - ADVANCED MOTION PICTURE:
2 hours each week
Continuatio n of M.P. 361. Only students who have completed M.P. 36 1 or
equivalent are admitted to this unit.

lt'ITERPRETATION
INT. 192-HISTORY OF DRAMA:

1 hour each week
The evolution of drama and the causes and influences behind its progress. Personages and events are considered not as isolated facts to be memorized but as
significant factors in a universal trend.

INT. 195- TIIEORY OF INTERPRETATION, FUNDAMENTAL
APPROACHES:
2 hours each week
The evaluation and application o f the principal theories and styles of dramatic
interpretation. The naturalistic. expressionistic, rom antic, et cetera, schools compared.

INT. 197-ELEMENTARY STAGE ACTING AND INTERPRETATION:
4 hours each week
The reading of lines and characterization, tempo a nd pace, volume, timing, intensity,
pitch, building of climax, use of pause, acceleration, emphasis, mood and transition
for stage purposes. P ractice in group playing.

INT. 199-BASIC PRINCI PLES OF DRAMA:

1 hour each week
A na lysis and creation of character, rela tion of character to charac ter, the coni
ception of motivation of character, best methods of studying parts and the capitaliza.
tion of dramatic values.

INT. 297-INTERMEDIATE STAGE ACTING AND INTERPRETATION:
4 hours each week
A continuation of Int. 197. Preliminary work in stage interpretation or equivalent
is prerequisite to adm ission to thi s unit.

INT. 298- CHARACTERIZATION AND DIALECT:

2 hours each week
The necessary training in the use o f dialect when portraying fore ign ways of
using th e English language, a lso speci fic language peculiarities of various local iti es.

INT. 397-ADVANCED CHARACT ERI ZATION :

4 hours each week
The cr eation o f characters on th e basis o f the conception of the cha ra cters'
motivations and the capitalization o f the d ramatic values to be found in th e cha ra cters.
Such work is done throug h participation in s tag e plays where the more di fficu lt
proble ms of characterization a re found.

INT. 497-ADVANCED PROBLEMS IN ACTING:

4 hou rs each week

Open to students who have cove red the necessary p reli mina ry work in Interpr eta~
tion for stage and radio purposes. T he prob lems o f the acto r and di rector correlated
with specific atten ti on paid to the ensemble , i. e. com position, picturiza tion, rhythm,
movement and key.

SPEECH
SPEECH 116- T HE ST UDY AND USE O F T HE SPEAKI NG VOICE:
2 hours each week
Voice projection . v oice co ntrol, voca l b reathing, tone p ro duction and modulation.
articul a tion and enunciation.
T his me thod of studying speech is a prac tical approach w h ic h elim ina tes the non~
esse ntials th at are often included in this study.

SPEECH 216-ADVANCED SPEECH:

2 hours each week
A co ntinuation of S peech 116. T h e deve lopmen t o f a more effe ctive speaking
voice through pa rti cipation in productions in radio, s tage and motion pic tur es on an
a dvanced level.

ALLIED COURSES IN OT HER DEPARTMENTS:
Courses are offered in day school for those ,,:ho wish academic and teacher
training study. Such courses are in the field of psyc hology, social scie nce, educa ti on ,
philosophy. histor y , English and science. Comple te informa ti on concerning th ese
courses wi ll be sent upon request.

you be interested in the full professional or academic
SHOULD
courses rather than the shorter summer sessions, our winter term
opens September 18. During this complete term students are able
to study extensively all phases of drama, radio and motion pictures.
Our students become qualified to enter the field well equipped
for the profession by receiving a thorough and up-to-date background in all the necessary related subjects. Complete information
about the winter term will be sent upon request.

COLUmBIA COLLEGE Of ORAmA Ano RAOIO
(Incorporated a s Columbia College o f Exp ression )

FINE ARTS BUILDING
Michigan Boulevard near Cong ress Street
Chicago, Illinois
Telephone WABash 6762
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